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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
Withdrawn Rejections 

1. The 35 U.S.C. 103(a) rejections of claims 1-3, 6 overOkazaki in view of 
Sekiguchi as the primary combination of references, are withdrawn due to Applicant's 
amendment dated 10/15/08. 

New Rejections 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1-3, 6, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Okazaki (US 5,670,797) in view of Sekiguchi (US 6,771 ,327), Siwinski (US 
6,814,642) and Clock (US 3,305,745). 

Regarding claim 1, Okazaki teaches a display panel (column 1, lines 5-12) 
including a substrate (1 7, column 6, lines 43-45) on which a plurality of display devices 
are formed (light-emitting devices having one or a plurality of LED chips, column 3, lines 
48-51 , two LED chips, Embodiment 2, column 10, lines 59-67, column 1 1 , line 1 , Fig. 7) 
as defined in Applicant's specification (light emitting devices 10R, 10G, 10B, 
Specification, page 14, first paragraph, Fig. 4A). Okazaki teaches a protective film 
formed directly on both the substrate for protecting the plurality of display devices (LED 
chip 14 on the substrate 17 are sealed by a light-transmitting resin 16, column 6, lines 
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43-47, light-emitting devices having one or a plurality of LED chips, column 3, lines 48- 
51 ). Okazaki fails to teach a display unit that combines the display panel with a flexible 
touch panel which (a) is composed of plastic films, (b) is directly bonded to a whole face 
of the display panel with an adhesive layer in between, and (c) detects contact with a 
suitable contact element thereon, wherein the adhesive is in direct contact with both the 
protective film and one of the plastic films. 

However, Sekiguchi teaches a display unit (portable information equipment, 
column 8, line 40) comprising: a display panel (4, column 8, lines 39-40, Fig.4) including 
a substrate (6, column 8, lines 47-48, Fig.4) on which a display device is formed (with 
the input panel attached thereto, column 3, lines 19-20, Fig.4); combined with a touch 
panel for the purpose of providing the desired interactive input (column 1 , lines 35-45), 
wherein the touch panel (a) is composed of plastic films (lower substrate 26 of touch 
panel 3, made up of a polyethyl sulfonate film, column 9, lines 1 5-1 7, upper substrate 
21 disposed opposite lower substrate 26, is a plastic substrate made up of a film, 
column 9, lines 42-44), which renders the touch panel flexible, and where the flexible 
touch panel (b) is directly bonded to a whole face of the display panel (there exists no 
air between lower substrate 26 of the touch panel 3 and the first substrate 1 of the 
display panel 4, column 12, lines 20-25, Fig.4) with an adhesive layer in between (44, 
column 12, lines 20-25, Fig.4), for the purpose of preventing reflection at the interfaces 
therebetween (column 12, lines 19-26) and (c) detects contact with a suitable contact 
element thereon (input pen 80 onto the touch panel, such input information is 
recognized by a detection circuit, column 8, lines 1-6). 



Application/Control Number: 10/674,255 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1794 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made, to have combined the display panel of Okazaki with a 
flexible touch panel to provide a display unit that has the desired interactive input, and 
where the flexible touch panel (a) is composed of plastic films, c) detects contact with a 
suitable contact element thereon, and (b) is directly bonded to a whole face of the 
display panel with an adhesive layer in between, wherein the adhesive layer is in direct 
contact with both the protective film of the display panel of Okazaki and one of the 
plastic films of the flexible touch panel, in order to prevent reflection at the interfaces 
therebetween, as taught by Sekiguchi. 

In addition, Okazaki teaches that the display device is a light emitting device 
(column 1, lines 10-12), but is silent regarding the type of light emitting device, and thus 
fails to teach that each of the plurality of display devices is a light emitting device that 
has an organic emitting layer, where the protective film seals the organic emitting layer. 

However, Siwinski teaches that a common display unit comprises a display panel 
in combination with a touch panel (touch screen, column 1, lines 20-25), an organic light 
emitting diode display panel which contains organic light emitting devices, as defined by 
Applicant, formed on a substrate (OLED flat panel display 49, light-emitting elements 
52, substrate 50, column 2, lines 58-67) in place of a liquid crystal display (column 1 , 
lines 20-25). Siwinski teaches that the organic light emitting devices each have an 
organic light emitting layer (organic light emitter 58, column 2, lines 65-66, Fig. 7). 

Therefore, since Okazaki is silent regarding the type of light emitting device, it 
would have been necessary and hence obvious to have looked to the prior art for a 
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suitable type. As such, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made, to have used a plurality of organic light emitting 
devices as the plurality of light emitting devices in the display panel of Okazaki, where 
each of the plurality of light emitting devices has an organic emitting layer such that the 
protective film seals the organic layer, in order to obtain the desired display unit, as 
taught by Siwinski. 

Furthermore, Okazaki fails to teach that the protective film includes at least 
inorganic material. 

However, Clock teaches that the protective film of a light-emitting device 
(electroluminescent panel, column 2, lines 61-71) should further include at least 
inorganic material for the purpose of providing improved moisture protection (glass, 
column 5, lines 10-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made, to have included at least inorganic material in the 
protective film of the display panel of Okazaki, in order to obtain improved moisture 
protection for the plurality of light emitting display devices, as taught by Clock. 

Regarding claim 2, Sekiguchi teaches that the touch panel is provided on a side 
where the display device of the substrate is formed and the display device is sealed by 
the touch panel, since the touch panel is directly bonded to a whole face of the display 
panel (there exists no air between lower substrate 26 of the touch panel 3 and the first 
substrate 1 of the display panel 4, column 12, lines 20-25, Fig.4), as defined by 
Applicant's specification (page 18, last paragraph, page 19, first paragraph, Figure 8), 
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for the purpose of preventing reflection at the interfaces therebetween (column 12, lines 
19-26). 

Regarding claim 3, Sekiguchi teaches that the touch panel has a structure 
wherein two plastic films (lower substrate 26 of touch panel 3, made up of a polyethyl 
sulfonate film, column 9, lines 15-17, upper substrate 21 disposed opposite lower 
substrate 26, is a plastic substrate made up of a film, column 9, lines 42-44, Fig. 7) in 
which respective transparent electrodes are formed (lower electrodes 27 made of 
transparent conductive film, column 9, lines 15-20, upper electrodes 22 made up of 
transparent conductive film, column 9, lines 42-48, Fig. 7) are layered so that the 
transparent electrodes are placed opposite each other (upper substrate 21 disposed 
opposite lower substrate 26, column 9, lines 42-48, Fig. 7), for the purpose of providing 
the desired flexible touch panel. 

Regarding claim 6, Siwinski teaches that the organic emitting layer of the organic 
light emitting device includes a light emitting layer (organic light emitter 58, column 2, 
lines 65-66) between a first electrode (metal cathode layer 62, column 2, line 67), and a 
second electrode (voltage applied by a voltage source 64 across light emitting elements 
52, via cable 67, column 2, line 67, column 3, lines 1-3, Fig. 5) such that the organic 
light emitting device extracts the lights generated in the light emitting layer from the 
second electrode side (voltage applied by a voltage source 64 across light emitting 
elements 52, via cable 67, column 2, line 67, column 3, lines 1-3, Fig. 5), for the 
purpose of providing the desired light emitting display. 
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Regarding claim 15, Sekiguchi teaches that the suitable contact element for the 
flexible touch panel is a finger (input is provided from the surface of the polarizer 45 as 
the viewer touches the polarizer, column 12, lines 5-10, Fig.4), or a pen (input pen 80 
onto the touch panel, such input information is recognized by a detection circuit, column 
8, lines 1 -6) for the purpose of providing the desired touch utility. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sow-Fun Hon 
whose telephone number is (571 )272-1492. The examiner can normally be reached 
Monday to Friday from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Keith Hendricks, can be reached on (571)272-1401 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Sophie Hon/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



/KEITH D. HENDRICKS/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



